
Best Medication for OCD and Anxiety 
Explained Simply 
 

 
The Mexcure Warm Line is a peer-operated, telephone-based, non-crisis support service 
offering confidential listening and support to individuals experiencing mental health challenges 
or substance use issues. 
 
The line is staffed by trained peers who have personally navigated similar experiences and are 
now in recovery. They provide empathetic, non-judgmental listening and understanding from a 
place of shared lived experience. 
 
To connect, please call 1-805-261-3543. The service is available 24 hours a day, 7 days a 
week. 
 
____________________________________________________________________________ 

Obsessive-Compulsive Disorder (OCD) and anxiety often go hand-in-hand. OCD involves 
unwanted thoughts (obsessions) and repetitive behaviors (compulsions), while anxiety can 
cause constant worry, restlessness, and tension. Both can interfere with daily life, making work, 
school, and relationships difficult. 

The good news is that medications can help manage symptoms, especially when combined with 
therapy. This guide explains, in simple terms, the most effective medications for OCD and 
anxiety. 

 

1. SSRIs – The First Choice 
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SSRIs, or Selective Serotonin Reuptake Inhibitors, are the most commonly prescribed 
medications for both OCD and anxiety. They work by increasing serotonin in the brain, which 
helps regulate mood and reduce obsessive thoughts. 

Common SSRIs include: 

●​ Fluoxetine (Prozac)​
 

●​ Sertraline (Zoloft)​
 

●​ Fluvoxamine (Luvox)​
 

●​ Paroxetine (Paxil)​
 

●​ Escitalopram (Lexapro)​
 

How they help: 

●​ Reduce obsessive thoughts and compulsions​
 

●​ Calm general anxiety​
 

●​ Improve mood and sleep​
 

Things to know: 

●​ May take 6–12 weeks to fully work​
 

●​ Possible side effects: nausea, headaches, sleep problems, sexual side effects​
 

●​ Usually safe for long-term use under doctor supervision​
 

 

2. SNRIs – Another Option for Anxiety 
SNRIs, or Serotonin-Norepinephrine Reuptake Inhibitors, are similar to SSRIs but affect two 
brain chemicals: serotonin and norepinephrine. 

Common SNRIs: 
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●​ Venlafaxine (Effexor)​
 

●​ Duloxetine (Cymbalta)​
 

How they help: 

●​ Reduce anxiety symptoms​
 

●​ Help with mood if depression is also present​
 

●​ Not the first choice for OCD but sometimes helpful​
 

 

3. Antipsychotic Medications (For Tough Cases) 
If OCD symptoms are very persistent and don’t improve with SSRIs, doctors sometimes add 
atypical antipsychotics to the treatment plan. 

Examples: 

●​ Risperidone (Risperdal)​
 

●​ Aripiprazole (Abilify)​
 

How they help: 

●​ Reduce severe obsessions​
 

●​ Often used in combination with an SSRI​
 

Note: These are generally for treatment-resistant cases and require close monitoring for side 
effects like weight gain or sleepiness. 

 

4. Benzodiazepines – Quick Relief, Short-Term Only 
Benzodiazepines, such as lorazepam (Ativan) or clonazepam (Klonopin), can help calm 
acute anxiety quickly. 
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How they help: 

●​ Reduce panic attacks​
 

●​ Relax muscles and mind temporarily​
 

Important: 

●​ Not recommended for long-term use due to risk of dependence​
 

●​ Best used occasionally or while waiting for SSRIs to take effect​
 

 

5. Therapy Makes a Big Difference 
Medication works best when combined with therapy. Cognitive-Behavioral Therapy (CBT), 
especially Exposure and Response Prevention (ERP), is highly effective for OCD. For 
anxiety, CBT helps identify triggers and teaches coping strategies. 

Lifestyle habits—like exercise, mindfulness, and regular sleep—also support treatment and 
make medications more effective. 

 

Choosing the Right Medication 
Finding the best medication depends on: 

●​ Symptom type (OCD, general anxiety, panic)​
 

●​ Severity​
 

●​ Past responses to medication​
 

●​ Possible side effects​
 

Everyone’s brain chemistry is different, so it may take some trial and error to find the right fit. 
Regular check-ins with a psychiatrist are important to track progress and adjust treatment. 
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Key Takeaways 
1.​ SSRIs are usually the first choice for OCD and anxiety.​

 
2.​ SNRIs can help if anxiety is severe or depression is present.​

 
3.​ Antipsychotics may be added if symptoms don’t improve with SSRIs.​

 
4.​ Benzodiazepines are short-term helpers, not long-term solutions.​

 
5.​ Therapy and lifestyle changes are essential for best results.​

 

With the right combination of medication, therapy, and lifestyle support, most people can 
manage OCD and anxiety successfully and improve daily functioning. 
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